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ments. In representing those requirements they felt
that they did what was right; a$d they left to the
Government of India, which had taken the task
upon itself, the responsibility of refusing to provide
the necessary means.

'The Government of India had totally failed to
check the constant demands for increased expenditure.
There was but one remedy: namely, to prevent the
demands being made; and this could only be done by
imposing on the Local Governments a real and an
effectual responsibility for maintaining equilibrium in
their local finances. There could be no standard of
economy until apparent requirements were made abso-
lutely dependent upon known available means. It was
impossible for either the Supreme or Local Govern-
ments to say what portion of the provincial revenues
was properly applicable to local wants. The revenyes
of the whole of India went into a common fund, and
to determine how much of this fund ought fairly
to be given to one Province and how much to
another, was impracticable. "The distribution of
the public income," Major-General R. Strachey wrote,
"degenerates into something like a scramble, in
which the most violent has the advantage. As local
economy leads to no local advantage, the stimulus
to avoid waste is reduced to a minimum. So as no
local growth of the income leads to an increase of
the local means of improvement, the interest in
developing the public revenues is also brought down
to the lowest level"

* The unsatisfactory condition of the financial rela-